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Order Falconiformes / Family Accipitridae APPENDIX II

Accipiter brevipes (Severtsov, 1850)

Common names:

Scientific synonyms:

Characteristics:
Measurements:

Adult male:
Head:

Upperparts:
Underparts:
wings:

Tail:

Legs:
Eye:
Cere:
Bili:

engl.: Nicobar Sparrowhawk, Nicobar Shikra, Car Nicobar Shikra
esp.: Gavilan de Nicobar

fr.: Epervier des Nicobar

de.: Nikobarensperber, Nikobarenshikra

Astur butleri Gurney, 1898

Total iength from tip of bill fo tip of tail: 33-38 cm; length of wing from bend of folded wing to tip of
primaries: male 210-228 mm, female 231-245 mm; length of tail from fold of skin between central
tail-feathers to tip of longest tail-feathers: male 148-162 mm, female 155-170 mm; tarsus length:
male 46-50.5 mm, femaie 50-53.5 mm.

Dark bluish slate above and on sides. Chin and throat pale greyish obscurely barred rufous. Rufous
wash on sides of neck.

Dark bluish slate.
Barred rufous and white.

Upper-wing coverts dark bluish slate. Remiges blackish, with white bars on inner web of innermost
secondaries. Under-wing coverts barred rufous and white. Remiges pale grey below, primaries
broadly tipped black, obscurely barred darker on inner webs.

Dark bluish slate above; upper-tail coverts paler. Central rectrices unbarred, outer pairs with 6-8
darker bars. Under-tail coverts barred rufous and white. Rectrices pale grey below, inner pairs with
6-8 bars.

Yellow.

iris red.

Whitish or yeliow.
Biackish.

Code A-213.003.001.006
1999 (1)



Aduft female:
Immature:

Distribution:

Population:
Wild population:

Captive population:

Trade:

Intraspecific variation:

Similar species:
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Dark brownish rather than bluish grey above. Underparts more strongly barred than in male.

Above brown. Crown streaked rufous. Chin and throat white, throat streaked black. Feathers edged
rufous or buff, with white mottling at base. Underparts white, spotted on breast, barred on belly and
thighs. Upper-wing brown. Under-wing white, under-wings coverts and axillaries with dark brown.
Tail brown above, tipped buff, with 4-7 darker bars, broad on central, narrow on outer rectrices.
Rectrices grey below, with 4 dark bars, narrowest on outer feathers. Eye brown. Cere and legs
yellow.

SE Europe, SW Ukraine and S Russia, east to W Kazakhstan; more locally in Turkey, Caucasus
and Iran. Winters probably mostly in E Sahel zone. Wooded plains, aiso foothills and mountain
slopes; In Caucasus up to 1,000 m, up to 2,000 m in Armenia.

Not globally threatened. Has decreased in eastem Europe. Very scarce in Romania, former
Yugoslavia and Turkey.

According to the International Zoo Yearbook no captive breeding in 1895 and 1996.

According to the statistics of the World Conservation Monitoring Centre no trade in 1995 to 1898.

Monotypic.

A. butleri (sheet A-213.003.001.008) is paler below and has less and less distinct bars on under-
tail. A. badius cenchroides {sheet A-213.003.001.003) has only 5 or 6 dark bars on inner rectrices
and has less heavy barring on underparts. Immatures of A. badius less boldly spotted and barred.
A. nisus (sheet A-213.003.001.033) has rufous cheeks in adult plumage, is less heavily barred on
underparts and has a yellow iris. Female A. nisus has white supercilium. A. soloensis (sheet A-
213.003.001.042) has different pattern and coloration of underparts.
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